CHAPTER 21

30 MCQ questions

1) Which of the following is true? Forensic psychology:

a) Did not really emerge as a speciality until the middle of the nineteenth century.

b) Has rapidly decreased in popularity in recent years.

c) Is still not included on university postgraduate courses.

d) Offers a range of professional opportunities for those with the appropriate qualifications. 

2) Which of the following statements is accurate in relation to the field of forensic psychology?

a) The term ‘forensic psychology’ is now associated with any topic even remotely related to crime. 

b) Criminological psychology means the application of psychology to matters concerning the court of law. 

c) Legal psychology can be defined as ‘the application of psychological knowledge and methods to the study of crime and criminal behaviour’. 

d) None of the above.

3) Which of the following is TRUE with regard to the origins of legal psychology?

a) The application of psychology to the legal arena did not take place until at least 50 years after psychology first developed as a university-based academic discipline. 

b) The most influential figure of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was J. McKeen Cattell, an American‑based German psychologist.

c) It was Hugo Münsterberg who advanced the view that psychology could usefully be applied to enhance understanding of courtroom issues and procedures. 

d) Unfortunately Münsterberg’s writings did not stand the test of time.

4) Research into the accuracy of eyewitness testimony has focused on: (please highlight all CORRECT answers)

a) Acquisition. 

b) Requisition.

c) Attention.

d) Retention. 

5) One of the following variables for the study of eyewitness testimony is INCORRECT – but which one?

a) Social variables, such as the status of the interrogator;

b) Situational variables, such as the type of crime;

c) Individual variables, such as witness age; and

d) Interrogational variables, such as the date of the crime. 

6) And which one of the following can be said to be true about retention?

a) During the retention stage, witness memory cannot be influenced.

b) The time interval between acquisition and retrieval is a major consideration. 

c) Surprisingly, it has been found that the accuracy of eyewitness face identification does not deteriorate over time.

d) None of the above.

7) Is any one of the following statements about retrieval CORRECT? If so, please highlight it.

a) Retrieval can be affected by interview style, but not recall aids.

b) Leading questions contain information (always intentional) that can bias the respondent’s reply.

c) Witnesses can give incorrect replies to questions even though the memory trace (‘retention’) itself has apparently not been distorted. 

d) None of the above.

8) Which of the following statements about Narby, Cutler and Penrod’s (1996) categories of witness-related evidence is false?

a) They created four categories of witness-related evidence based on reliability and magnitude of effect. 

b) Their first category refers to reliable and strong factors that show consistent effects on eyewitness memory.

c) The second category refers to reliable and moderate factors that show effects in some studies but not in others.

d) The third factor refers to weak or non-influential factors that have little or no effect on witness accuracy. 

9) Which of the following statements is TRUE?

a) Critics such as Konečni and Ebbesen (1986) and Yuille and Cutshall (1986) note the lack of realism in many experimental studies. 

b) Laboratory studies allow a low degree of control but with the benefit of realism.

c) Field research is less realistic and less ‘ecologically valid’.

d) The problem of control in field research is unique to research in the domain of forensic psychology.

10) And which of the following is FALSE?

a) The strongest conclusions that can be validly drawn will most likely be derived from a variety of studies.

b) Relevant types of research investigation include laboratory studies and case studies.

c) Relevant types of research investigation include field studies and archival studies.

d) Different approaches employ the same range of designs and methodologies. 

11) Which THREE of the following statements do we know to be true about confessions?

a) In law, a confession is exceptionally powerful evidence. 

b) A confession can be defined as an irrefutable admission of guilt. 

c) Most confessions are false.

d) Some people have been known to ‘confess’ to a crime they did not commit. 

12) Unfortunately, imprisonment on the basis of a false confession does occur. Which of the following assertions about false imprisonment is also TRUE?

a) Gudjonsson (2003) offers a catalogue of cases in which people have been imprisoned for long periods on the basis of a false confession. 

b) There has not yet been a catalogue of cases in which people have been executed on the basis of a false confession. 

c) In the UK, infamous cases of false confession include those of the ‘Guildford Four’ and ‘Birmingham Six’, two court cases from the mid-1980s.

d) Matters of guilt and innocence are clear-cut, and the discovery of a mistake in sentencing almost always comes to light very quickly.

13) Which is the INCORRECT answer? A voluntary false confession may occur:

a) When, in the absence of any obvious external pressure, an individual presents himself to the police and admits to a crime he did not commit. 

b) Through the desire for notoriety.

c) Because the individual may feel proud about a previous event in his life. 

d) Through an inability to distinguish between fact and imagination.

14) Are any of the following statements about false confession also incorrect? (Please highlight all INCORRECT answers.)

a) Voluntary false confession does not tend to occur through the desire to protect someone else. 

b) Revenge has been noted as another motive that can lead to a false confession. 

c) In contrast to voluntary false confessions, the essential element of a coerced confession is that the individual is discouraged from confessing. 

d) It has been suggested that to understand coercion within the context of a false confession it is necessary to begin with the process of police interrogation.

15) Identify any CORRECT statements from the below in relation to interrogational tactics.

a) Interrogational tactics are frequently based on the social psychology of conformity, obedience and persuasion. 

b) The interrogator may suggest that that they have the power to determine what charge will be brought against the suspect.

c) The interrogator may suggest that that they have the power to determine whether the suspect will receive bail or be remanded in custody.

d) All of the above. 

16) And which of the following is INCORRECT?

a) The interrogator might use persuasive tactics designed to encourage the suspect to confess.

b) The interrogator might suggest that there is no evidence to prove the case against the suspect. 

c) The interrogator might suggest that accomplices have confessed.

d) The interrogator might produce dummy files of evidence.

17) Identify the CORRECT answer from the options below, in relation to coerced false confessions.

a) Gudjonsson and Clark (1986) said that a suspect will come to an interrogation with a hostile cognitive ‘set’.

b) The suspect’s cognitive set will affect his/her strategy for coping with the interrogation. 

c) Gudjonsson and Clark describe three styles of initial coping response.

d) None of the above.

18) Which of the following is NOT true regarding Gudjonsson and Clark’s styles of coping response?

a) They describe an illogical yet realistic approach to coping. 

b) They describe a passive, helpless coping stance.

c) During questioning, the suspect has to recall information.

d) During questioning, the suspect must make some difficult decisions.

19) Which of the following is TRUE? During questioning:

a) The suspect has to decide how confident she is in her memories. 

b) The answer that the suspect gives fits in with his/her private knowledge of events.

c) The suspect must feel s/he can trust the interrogator. 

d) Coerced suspects are likely to rebut persuasive attempts to bring them to confess.

20) Where a false confession ensues, we know that this process of coerced agreement can be seen in two distinct ways. But which of the following statements is FALSE?

a) Where a false confession ensues, the suspect’s internal account of events can change to fall into line with the interrogator, so that, both publicly and privately, the suspect comes to agree with the interrogator’s version of events.

b) Where a false confession ensues, the suspect can remain aware that his/her confession and her private, internal knowledge of the event disagree, but the suspect nevertheless comes to agree with the interrogator.

c) The example in answer (b) is called a coerced–submissive false confession. 

d) The example in answer (a) is called a coerced–internalized false confession.

21) The notion of compliance has a long history in psychological research. Which of the following is also true when it comes to coerced compliance?

a) The compliant suspect copes with the pressures of interrogation by coming to disagree with the interrogator.

b) The compliant suspect might wish to please the interrogator. 

c) Both (a) and (b).

d) Neither (a) nor (b).

22) Which of the following are accurate statements about the cognitive interview? (Please highlight all CORRECT answers.)

a) The cognitive interview illustrates the application of psychology to facilitate investigative interviewing. 

b) The cognitive interview is an attempt to find a constructive solution to the problems of eyewitness testimony and improve the accuracy of eyewitness recall. 

c) While the weight of evidence shows that the cognitive interview elicits more correct information than other types of interview, this method is generally not well received by police officers.

d) All of the above.

23) Fisher, McCauley and Geiselman (1994) describe how the original cognitive interview protocol, used by police officers, incorporated four techniques to enhance memory retrieval. But which of the following was NOT part of this original cognitive interview protocol?

a) Reverse order.

b) Context reinstatement.

c) Guided imagery. 

d) Report everything.

24) According to Vrij (2000), which of the following are qualities of a good liar? (Please highlight all CORRECT answers.)

a) Has a well-prepared story. 

b) Says what is expected.

c) Has a good memory for what has been said previously. 

d) Does not experience emotions while lying. 

25) Which of the following are actual elements of Statement Validity Assessment (SVA)? (Please highlight all relevant answers.)

a) A statement is taken in a structured interview. 

b) The content of the statement is judged by the forensic psychologist before the criterion-based content analysis (CBCA) takes place.

c) The CBCA must be completely objective.

d) None of the above.

26) Beginning in 1961 with a cohort of 411 boys aged 8 and 9, and still in progress, the Cambridge Study in Delinquent Development is an extensive longitudinal study conducted in Great Britain that has generated a wealth of data (Farrington, 2002). Which of the following is also TRUE about the study?

a) Although the methodology used in the study has involved repeated testing and interviewing of the participants and their peers, parents and teachers have not yet been approached.

b) Predictive factors are factors evident before adolescence that have predictive value with respect to behaviour in later life.

c) The Cambridge Study strongly suggests that the intensity and severity of certain adverse features in early life predict the onset of anti-social behaviour and later criminal behaviour. 

d) Reducing poverty is not expected to reduce child and adolescent anti-social behaviour.

27) Which of the following is an incorrect statement about the study of violent offenders?

a) Violent crime is now seen as the result of an interaction between the qualities of the individual and characteristics of their environment.

b) The development of violent behaviour can be studied over the lifespan.

c) Nietzel, Hasemann and Lynam’s (1999) model only covers childhood and adolescence. 

d) None of the above.

28) Research has also begun to uncover some of the psychological processes characteristic of the violent person – but which of these is NOT the case when it comes to psychological profiles of violence?

a) Social information-processing is a theoretical model of how we perceive and understand the words and actions of other people.

b) According to Crick and Dodge (1994; Dodge, 1997), processing social information is a process that involves several steps.

c) Aggressive young people pay more attention to cues at the start of an interaction, which can often lead to hostility. 

d) Violent people tend to have restricted problem-solving ability.

29) Since the mid-1990s there has been a renewed interest in the treatment approach to working with offenders, stimulated by a clutch of studies using meta-analysis. But which of the following statements relating to meta-analysis are correct? (Please highlight all CORRECT answers.)

a) Meta-analysis allows inspection of the aggregated findings from a group of studies around a common theme. 

b) Offender treatment meta-analyses draw the critical distinction between clinical and criminogenic outcome variables. 

c) The possibilities raised by the What Works principles have significantly reduced work with offenders in prison and on probation.

d) All of the above.

30) Aggression Replacement Training (ART) consists of three components. But which of the following is NOT part of the programme?

a) Enhancing offenders’ moral reasoning skills.

b) Helping offenders to attain better academic qualifications. 

c) Teaching of constructive skills to offenders to replace destructive behaviours.

d) Helping offenders to develop strategies to control anger.

