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accidents, racing 191, 193, 194-5, 197
aedile 2-3, 12-13, 17-18
Aemilius Lepidus, M. 3, 6, 121, 223
Aemilius Paullus, L. 8, 9-11, 223,
232-3 n.23
Ahenobarbus, Gn. Domitius 208
Alypius 188
Ammianus Marcellinus 204, 214
Amphitheater, Flavian (Colosseum) 61,
62-6, 79-80, 82, 113-15, 154, 221,
225, 235 n.18
amphitheaters 29, 47, 52, 61-2, 66-7,
223, 224, 235 n.§, 235 n.12
military 52, 66-7
permanent structures 56-7, 60-1
podium barrier 59, 67, 107
special effects 65-6, 69
temporary 57-9, 61-2, 110
Androclus 93-4
animal hunt see venatio
animals 56, 59, 66, 70, 89, 91, 104,
116-17, 124, 183, 197, 198, 221
bears 35, 44, 56, 89, 90, 92, 93, 104,
116
cats, large 4, 17-18, 21, 35, 47-8,
49-51, 56, 67, 89, 90, 93-4, 114,
115, 116, 168, 173
crocodiles 78-9
elephants 7-8, 27, 35, 70, 113, 114,
116, 222
hippopotamus 34, 89, 116
rhinoceros 34, 115
Anthology, Greek 202

Anthology, Planudian 198, 201-2
Antiochus IV Epiphanes 10-11, 118,
223, 232 n.14
Antoninus Pius, Emperor 132
Antony, Mark 28-9, 60, 129-30, 224
Aphrodisias 149-50
Apollonius 118-19
Appian 28, 77, 126, 127, 128, 129,
218
Apuleius 104
aquacade 220-1
armatures, gladiatorial
dimachaerus 85
eques 97, 99, 100, 101-2, 103, 150
essedarius 85, 96, 97, 100, 121, 144,
150, 152: essedaria 103, 187
Gallus 95, 121
hoplomachus 85, 96, 97, 100
murmillo 85, 95, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101,
150, 151, 237 n.14
retiarius 95, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101,
142, 145, 146, 152, 182, 237 n.14,
238 n.15
Samnite 21, 95, 96, 121, 140, 155
secutor 95, 98-9, 145
Thraex 85, 95, 96, 97, 100, 103, 105,
121, 133, 146, 147, 151, 238 n.14
Artemidorus 147
Asiaticus 131-2
Athenaeus 10-11
Athenagoras 167
Athens 118-19
Attilius, M. (gladiator) 100-1
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audiences
cheers of 25-7, 29, 37-8, 42, 46,
50-1, 75-6, 81, 102, 103, 211, 216
danger to 56, 61-2, 124
registering their will 24-9, 37, 38-42,
94, 174, 211
see also immorality
Augustine 186, 188
Augustus (G. Julius Caesar Octavianus
Augustus), Emperor 28, 29-30, 32,
33-5, 36, 44, 60-1, 70-1, 73, 74,
77, 78-9, 81, 84, 113, 114, 125,
145, 156, 208, 221, 224, 236 n.35
Aurelius, Marcus, Emperor 35-6, 38, 40,
48-9, 117, 147, 167, 176, 226
Ausonius Griphus 53
awnings 46, 58, 64, 110, 189

banquets 4-5, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 35,
103, 111, 162, 182, 219, 220,
232 n.14

of gladiators 86-7, 141, 148, 151-2,

242 n.33

bestiarii (animal handlers) 21, 90, 115,
148, 216

Brutus, D. Junius 6, 53, 54, 121, 222

Brutus, M. Junius (assassin) 28-9

Caelius Rufus, M. 17-18
Caesar, G. Julius 12-13, 14, 15, 22,
23-4, 25, 28, 34, 58, 69-70, 77,
111, 156, 218, 223-4
Caligula, Emperor 31, 40-1, 42, 124,
125, 145, 205-6, 213, 219-20, 225
Calpurnius 59, 67, 89
candidacy and game sponsorship 14,
16, 20-1, 57-8, 103, 234 n.63
Capua 4-5, 23-4, 126, 129
Caracalla, Emperor 135-6, 213, 226
Carthage 6, 8, 67, 179, 195, 222, 223
Cassiodorus 63, 74, 77, 202
“charades, fatal” 165-6
see also condemnations
charioteers 191, 204
celebrity of 137, 202-3
Corax 207
Felix 208
Lacerta 199
technique 74, 194
see also Porphyrius, Scorbus, Diocles,
Constantinus

chariots see quadriga
Christians
and persecution 160, 161-2, 165, 171,
184, 225, 226
and polytheist practices 165-6
cosmology of spectacle (showdown
between good and evil) 162, 171-2,
187
criminalization 162
flagitia (alleged crimes) 163, 164-5,
167, 169-70, 176, 177, 242 n.27
Martyr Acts 90, 172-85: features of
173, 176
martyrdom, meaning of 160, 169-70,
171-2
see also Perpetua, Justin, Polycarp,
martyrs, Ignatius, Fructuosus
Cicero, M. Tullius 2, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17,
18, 20-1, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28-9,
55, 139, 140
circuses
barrier 72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 196,
236 n.33
carceres (starting gates) 69, 71, 73, 74,
77, 190, 191, 196, 203, 214
euripus (protective canal) 71, 70,
236 n.28
lap counters (eggs and dolphins) 68,
72, 73,75, 76
metae 72, 74, 75, 76, 77, 196
Circus Flaminius 70, 78-9
Circus Maximus 52, 67-77, 79, 93,
154, 214, 221, 222, 224, 226,
236 n.32
circus races see races
Claudius, Emperor 31-2, 37, 88, 121-2,
124-5, 145, 150, 207, 219, 225
Clement of Alexandria 107
Clodius Pulcher, P. 16, 22-3, 24, 26,
156, 223
colors, circus 73, 105, 192, 196, 199,
200, 202, 203, 207-10, 213
Colosseum see Amphitheater, Flavian
Commodus, Emperor 38, 42, 115-17,
123, 147, 158-9, 226, 239 nn.46-9
condemnation 84, 88, 120, 124
to the arena 31, 91, 118-19, 122, 123,
125, 178, 183
to the beasts 8, 13-14, 89-90, 93-4,
121, 122, 123, 125, 131, 132, 134,
161-2, 173, 178, 183
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condemnation (cont’d)
to the ludus (gladiatorial school) 123,
125, 131, 132, 149
to the mines 123, 131, 240 n.26
servus poenae 130-1, 179
Constantinople 200, 210, 216-18, 227,
228
Constantinus (charioteer) 198
Cornelius Nepos 156
Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (CIL)
43-7, 49, 60, 72, 74, 85-6, 100-1,
133, 143, 144-5, 146, 150-3, 200
costs of games 3, 13, 14-18, 19, 30,
31-2, 43, 48-50, 67, 84-5, 103
Crassus, M. Licinius 125, 128, 129
crucifixion 129, 135, 161, 173, 178
Curio, G. Scribonius 16-17, 18, 25,
57-8, 224
curse tablets 203-4, 209, 243 n.26
Cyprian 141, 171-2

damnatus see condemnation

Danaos (gladiator) 151-2

Decius, Emperor 171, 184, 226

defixio see curse tablets

desultores (acrobatic riders) 197-8

Digest of Justinian 62, 108, 123, 130,
131, 132, 137-8, 227

Dio Cassius 12, 22, 23, 30, 31, 32,
34-5, 38, 41, 58, 61, 62, 73, 79,

88, 112, 113-14, 116-17, 122, 124,

125, 130, 155, 159, 211, 213, 219,
220

Dio Chrysostom 212

Diocles (chariot driver) 199-200

Diocletian, Emperor 160, 226

Diodorus Siculus 121

Dionysius of Halicarnassus 69, 70-1,
190-1

diversium 198

doctor (trainer of gladiators) 136, 138

Domitian, Emperor 39, 42, 63, 79-80,
111, 122, 153-4, 218-19

Elagabalus, Emperor 203, 226
emperors
and audiences 36-42
as performers 37-8, 115-17, 120,
158-9, 161, 226
see also individual emperors
Epictetus 139

Epigraphicum Graecum, Supplementum
(SEG) 203
epitaphs 138, 144, 149-53
see also gladiators
Eppia 146
Eusebius 162, 165, 173
executions see condemnations
Exochus, M. Antonius (gladiator) 133

factions, racing see colors
familiae, gladiatorial 148-53
see also gladiators, ludus
fans, circus 191, 203, 209, 210-12,
213-15
see also riot, audience
“fatal charades” 91-3, 123, 165-6, 187
see also condemnation
Faustina, Empress 147
Fidenae 61-2, 109, 225
Fire of 64 cE 161-2
Flaccus, A. Clodius 43-4
Flaccus, Q. Fulvius 19
Florus 127
forum as venue 53-7
Forum Romanum 12, 52, 54-6, 61, 111
Fronto 36, 40
Fructuosus (martyr) 184-5, 226

gambling 85, 86, 105
games see ludi, victory games
Gaius, see Caligula
Galen 140-1
Gellius, Aulus 93-4
gladiators
celebrity of 135-7
criminals as 13, 88
death rates 143-4
elites as 120-35, 154, 156-7, 158,
224
family relations 150-3
food 139, 141, 142, 157
gregarius 49
legal stigma, see infamia
as moral exemplars 160
oath 132-3, 157
prisoners of war as 95, 120, 121-2
salute 88
security risk of 21, 22-4, 67, 129-30
slaves as 103, 107, 120, 124, 125-9
see also condemnation
techniques 101, 138-40
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tiro (beginner) 100-1, 133, 138
tombstones of 149-53
voluntary 9, 120, 12§, 131, 132-5,
137-8, 141, 151
see also armatures, ludus, protective
gear
Gracchus, G. Sempronius 55

Hadrian, Emperor 123, 132
Hermes (gladiator) 137
Historia Augusta 42, 132, 147, 203,
206
horses 204-7
Coryphaeus 206-7
Hirpinus 206-7
Incitatus 205-6
Tuscus 205
Volucer 206

Ignatius (martyr) 172-3, 225
immorality of spectacle 5, 106-7,
240 n.55
corruption of audience 117-18, 166,
167, 172, 174-6, 185, 186, 188
spectacle as murder 167-9
Imperial Cult 31-2, 39, 45, 46, 47,
48-9, 52, 149, 159, 163-5, 175,
224, 242 n.25, 242 n.30
Imperial Ludi (gladiatorial schools) 29,
67, 84, 85-6, 144
infamia 130-1, 137-8, 142, 156-7, 169

Josephus 41, 122

Judaean war 122, 225

judicial procedure 160, 161, 163-5, 172,
174, 176, 181, 241 n.6

see also condemnation

Justin Martyr 169-70

Justinian, Emperor 214-18, 227-8

Juvenal 33, 142, 146, 155, 157, 190,
199, 207

lanista 9, 49, 84-5, 120, 126, 131, 132,
138, 141, 156, 157, 182
laws
Lex Calpurnia 20
Lex Julia theatralis 81, 224
Lex Petronia 132
Lex Roscia 82
Lex Tullia 20-1, 223
Lex Ursonensis 43, 49

on amphitheater construction 61-2
on iuvenes (young men) as risk group
108
on legal liabilities of gladiators 120
on transfer of damnati 123
S. C. from Larinum 156-7, 224
S. C. of Marcus Aurelius 48-9, 84-5,
133, 176, 177, 226
S. C. on riot at Pompeii 108-10,
235 n.97
Trajan’s rescript on Christians 163-5
Lentulus Batiatus (lanista) 126
Lentulus Crus, L. Cornelius 23-4
Livy 4, 6, 7, 9-10, 19, 69, 80, 189, 197,
198
Lucian 134
Lucian (Ps.-) 93
Lucretius 58
ludi (games) 2—-4
funeral 4, 5-7, 8-9, 11, 12-13, 14, 48,
53, 127
ludi circenses see races, horse
see also victory games
Ludi Apollinares 3, 25, 29, 43-4, 56, 111
Ludi Florales 3
Ludi Megalenses 3, 12
Ludi Plebeii 3
Ludi Romani (Magni) 2-3, 12, 80, 190,
222, 223
ludus (gladiatorial school) 4, 23-4, 84,
85-6, 100, 120, 126, 133, 138-43,
147-8
see also Imperial Ludi

Magerius 49-51
mappa 73, 191
Martial 63, 79, 81, 82, 83, 92, 114-15,
136, 153, 199, 210, 221
martyrs of Lyons 176-9, 226
see also Christians, Martyr Acts
Metellus 26
Milo, T. Annius 15-16, 23
Minucius Felix 166-7, 170
missio 89, 98, 101, 115, 133, 140, 144,
145, 187
morality of games 5, 9, 10, 87
gladiators as exemplars 121, 132-3,
134-5, 140, 147-8, 160, 169, 172,
176, 219
munus legitimum 84, 89, 224
Murena, L. Licinius 11-12, 20
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naufragia, see accidents, racing
naumachia
staged sea battles 77, 78, 79, 88, 114,
154, 218-19, 225
venues for housing water shows 77-8,
79, 148
Nero, Emperor 32, 37-8, 45-6, 56, 59,
62-3, 89, 107, 113, 154, 158, 160,
161-2, 202-3, 208-9, 220-1, 225,
235 n.97, 236 n.21
Nicolaus of Damascus 4
Nigidius Maius, Gn. Alleius 46-7
Nika Revolt 215-18
Nikephoros (gladiator) 149, 241 n.58
Nobilior, M. Fulvius 3-4, 18-19,
233 n.24

Octavian see Augustus
Oppian 56
Ovid 105-6, 189

Papyri, Oxyrhinchian 198

Paul (Christian missionary) 160-1

Perpetua 179-83, 226

see also women as performers

Petronius 103, 107

Philostratus 119, 212

Phocas, Emperor 211

Pliny the Elder 8, 13, 27, 57-8, 74, 81,
111, 136, 142, 206, 207, 208

Pliny the Younger 36, 39, 48, 72, 160,
163-5, 209

Plutarch 13, 55, 87, 92, 106, 126, 128,
129

Polybius 14-15

Polycarp 174-6, 226

Polydus (chariot driver) 201

pompa see procession

Pompeii 43-7, 59-60, 108-10, 142-3,
198

Pompeius Magnus (Pompey), Gn. 13,
24, 25, 27, 29, 57, 59, 125, 129, 224

Porphyrius (chariot driver) 200, 201-2,
203, 243 n.27

prize money 133, 134, 141, 195, 198,
200, 208, 209

procession 1, 7, 11, 35, 42, 44, 66,
87-8, 190-1, 198, 243 n.4

Procopius 214-15, 216-18

programs for shows 43-7, 85-6, 105,
198

protective gear for performers 89, 95,
98-9, 155, 192
see also armatures
Prudentius 185, 186, 187
Pseudasconius 55
Puteoli 65-6, 103, 131

quadriga 70, 72, 74, 75, 76, 77, 190, 191
Quintilian 139
Quintilian (Ps.-) 135

races, horse 193-5, 196-7
religion, Roman 1-3, 19, 54, 76-7,
87-8, 105, 115, 116, 117, 118-19,
126, 147, 149-50, 153, 154, 159,
162, 163-4, 165-6, 175, 183-4,
186, 189, 190, 226, 227, 237 n.61,
239 n.50, 242 n.34
as secret/mystery cult 163-5, 241 n.5
see also Imperial Cult, Christians
riots 22-3, 40, 47, 62, 107-10, 112-13,
223
circus fans 212, 213-15
Nika Revolt 227-8
Pompeiian Riot 108-10, 225
Romulus 68, 189, 222

Satrius Valens, D. Lucretius 45-6

Scipio Aemilianus, P. Cornelius 8§,
232-3 n.23

Scipio Africanus, L. Cornelius 3, 8-9,
80, 193, 223

Scipio Nasica, P. Cornelius 26, 233 n.56

Scorpus (chariot driver) 198, 199, 210

seating 20, 26, 36, 54-5, 61, 63-4, 68,
69, 70, 71, 72, 80-3, 105-6, 107,
189

Second Sicilian Slave War 121, 128

Seneca 91, 95, 112, 113, 118, 133, 140,
148, 240 n.55

Septimius Severus, Emperor 35, 123,
155, 226

Servius 53

Sestius, Publius 21, 24, 26-7

sex 92-3, 105-7, 146-7, 167, 221

Sidonius Apollinaris 195-7

Silius Italicus 5, 193-5

slaves, see gladiators, Spartacus

Spain 8-9, 19, 193-5

sparsiones (sprinkles) 59, 110, 111-13,
158-9
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Spartacus 22, 125-9, 223
sponsorship of games 10, 51, 73
aedile 2-3, 12-13, 14, 15, 19, 21, 22,
43, 223, 224
praetor 11-12, 30, 32, 34, 61
quaestor 31-2, 225
duumvir 43-7, 60
see also specific politicians and
emperors
Statilius Taurus 60-1, 157, 224
Statius 111, 154
Strabo 91
Suetonius 12, 14, 22, 37, 39, 48, 70, 78,
79, 81, 105, 124, 131-2, 145, 150,
154, 203, 206, 208, 209, 213
Sulla, Cornelius 60, 96, 106, 125, 223
summa rudis 101-2, 138, 151
Symmachius 101-3

Tacitus 32, 37, 38, 40, 57, 61, 107, 108,
110, 154, 158, 161, 219, 221

Tarquin kings 68-9, 222

Tatian 133, 169

Tertullian 5, 53, 76, 88, 106, 135, 137,
166, 167, 168-9, 171, 191, 207

Theodora, Empress 216-17

Theophylact Simocatta 211

Thomas (charioteer) 202

Tiberius, Emperor 30, 36, 39-40, 42,
48, 61-2, 125, 132, 156-7, 161,
224-5

Titus, Emperor 39, 63, 79, 92, 105,
113-15, 122, 153, 155, 221, 225

Trajan, Emperor 35, 36, 39, 72, 133,
160, 163-5, 172, 225

Tullius, M. 44-5

Valerian, Emperor 184

Valerius Maximus 8, 54

venatio 3-4, 7-8, 12, 13, 14, 17, 27, 34,
35, 44, 47, 49-51, 58, 70, 79, 84,
85, 89, 93-4, 104, 113-15, 134,
154, 155, 159, 167, 175

see also animals

Verus, Lucius, Emperor 206

Vespasian, Emperor 47, 63, 225

victory games 2, 3-4, 11, 18-19, 35, 42,
69-70, 77, 121-2, 130, 156, 219-20,
225, 239 n.3

Vitellius, Emperor 131-2, 225

Vitruvius 54

water spectacle see naumachia, aquacade
women
as performers 103, 113, 153-5, 157
and gladiators 136, 142, 146-7, 153
























